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“Joe Hernandez-Kolski is one of the most brilliant, courageous and gifted artists on the globe. He tells difficult truths 
with unsparing honesty leavened with glorious wit and humor. Joe is also one of the most humane and 
compassionate visionaries working today, and if you are fortunate enough to stand beneath the fountain of his 
irrepressible wisdom and his relentless eloquence, you are blessed indeed.” 
 Prof. Michael Eric Dyson, Georgetown University  
  
“Joe’s work offers a fresh perspective that is both honest and insightful.” 
 Dr. Cornel West, Princeton University 
 
"Joe ain’t afraid to be entertaining, in fact highly entertaining is what he is.  Joe, I’ve noticed, likes to take chances 
and push the audience close to the edge." 
 Marc (So What!) Smith, Founder of the Slam Movement and Poetry Slam, Inc. 
 
“Joe is an inspiring voice and talent.  His work is insightful, humorous and powerful.  His commitment to his work is 
undeniable.” 
 Saul Williams 
 
“Joe is a refreshing and seldom heard voice of the hip-hop generation that deserves listening and watching.” 
 Danny Hoch 
 
You Wanna Piece of Me? 

 
“You Wanna Piece of Me?” is Joe’s hip-hop theater solo show that he currently tours with his partner, DJ Jedi 

(Def Poetry Jam, Digable Planets).  The show addresses Joe’s multi-ethnic upbringing and how a gang-related 
shooting hits close to home and causes Joe to reflect on his own life while attending Princeton University.  The show 
includes comedy, poetry, mime and breakdancing all with music and scratching provided by DJ Jedi. 
 
“The actor-writer Joe Hernández-Kolski pivots on the hyphen in his name, and on other internal divisions, as 
exuberantly as a break-dancer…The show’s steady counterpoint only sharpens its point.” 
 The New York Times, August 26, 2005 
 
“This is one of the most outstanding pieces of theatre I’ve seen in a long time.  Joe Hernández-Kolski is a spoken 
word poet with a wise and very human heart – he’s also a fabulous actor who asks his audience to think about what it 
means to live consciously – his style is hip, accessible and very original.  It’s great for teens, seniors and everyone in 
between.  I highly recommend it – it is full of the unexpected, lots of humor and best of all – hope.” 
 Leigh Curran, Artistic Director, Virginia Avenue Project 
 
“Hernandez-Kolski gives you more than a piece of himself—he pours 100% of his spirit into this incredible work of 
art.” 
 Geeta Citygirl, NYTheatre.com 
 
“One of the most magical nights of theater I have witnessed in years…Brilliant.” 
 reg e gaines (Grammy Winner, Bring in Da Noise, Bring in Da Funk) 
 



“Your piece is a joy: a real grappling with what it means to be alive, to be a self, to have heart, to live within history 
and face it with courage and love, knowing that change is possible, that we each are unique and that we all need 
each other.  You are funny; you are poignant; you are sober; you are passionate.” 
 Michelle Gubbay 
 
“Speaking of Pocho Joe, his one-man show You Wanna Piece of Me? was truly groundbreaking.  The man did an 
incredible job of uniting poetry, movement and music into an hour-long show, very thought provoking and hilarious.  
Joe’s most endearing quality is his ability to make fun of himself.  Just as it seems he is becoming self-indulgent he 
turns around and pokes fun at his own hypocrisy.  Jedi mixes records in at various points of the show.  He tackles 
politics, the state of popular music and gender roles. 
 Mike “The Poet” Sonksen, www.poetix.net 
  
“Joe and Jedi, I just wanted to share another appreciation for your performance at the Hip-Hop Theater Festival in 
San Francisco.  I had no idea what to expect from your piece and I was blown away and entertained COMPLETELY!  
Very beautiful work.  Beautiful integration of so many elements and the honesty and complexity with which you came 
was amazing.  That you for working together.” 
 Genevieve DeBose, Lighthouse Community Charter School 
 
“Your show was awesome – Brian and I both loved it.  Brian really identified with the Self hate issues and due to 
racism by whites – but also how there are great white people in his life…that’s huge for him.  I loved how you can be 
a true Latino but love all these other cultures.  I love salsa music and Cuban food but I am also American and love 
hip hop and I too listened to heavy metal.  So, I just wanted to write because we both loved it and can’t wait for your 
next one!” 
 Carmen McDonald-Goldberg 
 
“I don’t give compliments when I don’t think they’re warranted, and even so I know that a bombardment of positive 
energy, no matter how specific, can still feel like a warm wash along the surface.  So, the greatest compliment I can 
give you in hopes that it strikes deep, and this is absolute truth, is that you inspired me to get off my ass and write my 
own piece.  On the drive home I was thinking about the milestones in my life, fun photographs that would make great 
projected backdrops, challenges, triumphs, shames, celebrations, and continuing struggles.  So, my compliment is 
basically a “thank you.”  Many thanks for the gift of last night’s performance and for the nudge to pursue my own 
dreams with even more gusto.” 
 Nathaniel Justini 
 
“I just wanted to let you know how amazing your show was.  It was so funny, I was laughing the whole time.  It’s what 
theatre should be like.  You really talk about what’s important and you also make it entertaining.  Also as an actress, 
you really inspired me to do my own thing.  I’m always trying to fit a certain mold of what an actress should look like 
and be like and always trying to mold myself to some ideal.  You made me realize fuck all that and make your own 
shit.  Tell it like it is.  Thank you so much for reminding me about what is important.  You are a very gifted and 
talented person!!!” 
 Judy Otto 
 
“You and Jedi are an inspiring duo and I love how your work resonates with all ages…very human.” 
 Kendis Marcotte 
 
“You Wanna Piece of Me? brought a night of top-notch entertainment that infused a positive culture shock to the 
Sonoma State campus. The performance was incredible and filled the whole theatre with laughter, insight, and joy.” 
	 Casey LaBarbera, Sonoma State University 
 



So Fresh and So Clean 
 
“So Fresh and So Clean” is Joe’s project that he’s developed with his partner, beatboxer Joshua Silverstein.  

This show delves deep into the male psyche and the complicated decisions that come with manhood.  It combines 
poetry, two-person comedy bits, rapping and beatboxing.  This show contains (im)mature subject matter. 
 
"Raucous, raunchy, radical, relevant!  Finally out of the box comedy and much more for the new century!" 

Ric Salinas 
Culture Clash 

  
"So Fresh and So Clean is hilarious and outrageous, driven by provocative writing and strong performances. Joe and 
Josh are an amazing team!" 

Stan Lathan 
Co-Creator of Def Comedy Jam & Def Poetry 

 
"So Fresh and So Clean with Joshua and Joe is a tour-de-force of humor, political satire, inspirational insight and 
downright lunacy.  Their material is excellent and their timing and chemistry are impeccable.  It's the kind of show that 
challenges you to think while simultaneously making you fall down in belly curdling laughter.  A genre of creative 
artistry all it's own, unlike anything you've ever seen before!" 

Rev. Reginald Gayle 
 
"I'm 68 years old and that final piece - which I've seen twice - beats everything I've ever seen. I'm in stitches while the 
young guy next to me is cowering and saying, 'No Josh, don't say that!'" 

Cynthia Cuza 
 

"Simply one of the most entertaining shows I've seen, period. An artful explosion of intimate thoughts everyone can 
relate to. It was better than sex."  
 Garen Boyajian 
 
“This show is danger baring its soul.” 
 Craig Robinson  

Comedian (The Office, Knocked Up) 
 
Refried Latino Pride 
 
 “Refried” is the show that Joe most often performs at colleges, particularly during Latino Heritage Month.  He 
takes the ethnicity-based material from “Piece of Me” and combines it with material that he’s written about his college 
experience.  Since it is a very loose and informal performance, Joe also incorporates stand-up material and more 
audience interaction.   
 
“Joe captivates the crowd with his melodic poetry that is beautiful, comical, timely and necessarily political.” 
 Dr. Barbee Myers Oakes, Wake Forest University 
 
“I just wanted to tell you how much so many of the items that you touched upon resonated with me (e.g. identity, 
relationships, social justice, etc.)  I absolutely LOVED your performance.” 
 Professor Julie A. Garcia, California Polytechnic State University 
 
“Your playful antics kept difficult material from being the total rock bottom depressing sh*t that it is.  Your belief that 
we can all change is something we need to be reminded everyday.  Opening up and welcoming us to laugh with you 



while you gently prod us to embrace the best parts of our selves through your generous thinking, loving and creative 
self is a true gift.” 
 Rene Boatman, Princeton University (Toni Morrison’s former assistant) 
 
“Your show was mesmerizing, humorous, poignant and sharp.” 
 Paula Chow, Director, International Center, Princeton University 
 
“It was sincerely refreshing to hear your poetry, especially your outlook on the world and women.” 
 Lauren Broemmelsiek, Ponderosa High, California 
 
Cultural Collisions: Commentary for a Changing America 
 
 “Cultural Collisions” is Joe’s latest work.  Now that Joe has delved into his personal experience growing up, 
he is now developing more material about his relationship to the world as an adult and his role in this “Changing 
America.” 
 
“I have been involved and worked in student programming for over 15 years and have never experienced anything as 
unique and engaging as Joe’s visit, workshop, and performance at our school.  He intricately and authentically 
weaves together narratives of the campus community into his performance, while sharing his own college 
experiences in the process.  Unlike many other college performers I’ve booked and seen at NACA showcases, Joe’s 
performance becomes a meaningful reflection and dialogue on identity, narrative, and culture and how it intersects 
with current issues students are facing on your particular campus.  Students, faculty, and staff were genuinely 
energized by this event and I’m confident that it will lead to more critical dialogue around issues of diversity and 
inclusiveness on our campus.”  

Ryan Kasmier 
Director of Student Life 
Middlebury Institute of International Studies  

 
“Joe Hernandez-Kolski first came to the University of the Arts for a sponsored event by our Latino Student Union.  As 
an art institution, our students appreciated how he has the talent to incorporate music, dance, spoken word, and pop-
culture into his humor. The students genuinely enjoyed him so much that we invited him as one of the featured 
entertainers during our New Student Orientation in the fall of 2010.  
  
His goofy/intelligent humor made our students heartily laugh while thinking about many facets of the  human 
experiences. Joe’s talent gives him the ability to tailor his act so that it is relatable to a variety of people from various 
cultural, geographic, and generational backgrounds while making it seem like he is having a one-on-one conversation 
with you.  One can tell that he enjoys working at his craft and is willing to spend the time reaching out to the students 
in their own exploration.  I cannot remember a time when our students and staff laughed so much and sought out 
conversations in the weeks that followed.  
  
Additionally, Joe is very easy to work with.  He wants to put on the best show that he can and does not concern 
himself with any high-ego demands that many of us in student activities may have come across.  He is professional 
realism can make the busy time of new student orientation and themed programming run more smoothly.  I look 
forward to working with him again in the future.” 
  

Steve Scaduto   
Director of Student Development & Activities   
The University of the Arts 

 



"Joe is a really fantastic performer who can craft social commentary into something fun to gobble up. He showed 
great versatility and was really able to adapt his material for our intended audience. He even won over one of my 
toughest supervisors!" 
 Zesheng Chen, University of Michigan Student Activities 
  
“Joe was great! The students were very responsive to him (especially the ladies, I noticed…J). He was impressively 
down-to-earth, on-point with his message, and quite entertaining.” 
 Phyllis Barlow, Diversity Programming, Indiana University Northwest 
 
“..the information was disseminated in an upbeat, involving way. It was relevant and touching as he mirrored many of 
our (my) experiences.” 
 DePaul University Student 
  
“Definitely opened my eyes to life as someone who is stuck between two cultures. It was funny and inspiring at the 
same time, I loved this event!” 
 DePaul University Student 
  
“…myself being Mexican and dealing with dual identities-it was amazing to learn this perspective presented in this 
way!” 
 DePaul University Student 
 
“Joe does comedy and poetry, he dances and sings (sort of), and does a delirious, incisive, non-stop run around 
politics, ethnic roots, history, pop culture, music, and the burden of being too nice a guy in too tough a world. Who 
else can hang with the homeboys, spin raps about his Mexican Polish family, and deconstruct his own feminist critical 
discourse while coming on like a lounge lizard? You'll laugh and feel smart at the same time, and only a little dirty.” 
  Professor Matt K. Matsuda, Rutgers University 
 
“Mezcla at Wellesley College brought Joe for our Latina Month and it was a great success! Joe was able to engage 
with students directly, made the show relevant to our lives here, and made us laugh so hard that it hurt. Joe has a 
way with words, and was able to tread the line between funny and interesting. After the show was over, Joe 
answered questions from students, and kept the conversation going in a down to earth way. Needless to say, Joe 
was a hit at Wellesley!” 
 Priscilla Weninger, Wellesley College 
 
“I am forever in awe of you man. Your presence in the short amount of time you were with that group of kids and the 
lasting impact you made on them is indescribable. Your opening for your set is like nothing I have ever seen! I have 
never imagined you could be your own hype man and you did it in the most genius way. Thank you brother. We will 
never forget that we shared a stage with you.” 
 Giancarlo Lazarte-Amado, Marshall High School Teacher 
 



University of Massachusetts Amherst Review 
 
Joe Hernandez-Kolski Latino Comedy Night by: Stephen Margelony-Lajoie Journalism-2015 posted: 
10.16.2012 
 
Joe Hernandez-Kolski brought his bombastic one-man show to UMass on October 2, 2012. Hernandez-
Kolski, a graduate of Princeton University, tackled social class and racial identity with his comedic flair. 
Before his performance started, the comedian could be seen greeting and interacting with his audience, 
breaking the ice with his guests and getting to know a little bit about the students at UMass. 
 
Hernandez-Kolski’s background as a comedian, actor, dancer and poet were apparent throughout his act. 
He didn’t stick to stand-up routines during his show. He used slam poetry, acting skits and his almost too-
good dancing skills to get his messages across. 
 
Hernandez-Kolski’s path towards the self-acceptance of his mixed Mexican and Polish roots was a big part 
of the show, something that alot of the audience members could relate to. He also discussed life at 
Princeton, which was a difficult environment for him to get used to after growing up in a household where his 
parents had to constantly work to provide for their family—something that most students at Princeton 
probably didn’t have much experience with. 
 
Hernandez-Kolski also used his routine to discuss issues that college students deal with, from dating to 
discrimination. “Everyone’s dealing with their own things,” he said during his performance when he was 
retelling the story of someone he knew in college that wrote a letter to the school paper condemning 
homosexuality. “I remember seeing him again a little while later in a club making out with a guy and I was 
like ‘that explains a lot’.” 
 
The show was nothing less of a spectacle and Joe Hernandez-Kolski’s energetic performance even left the 
audience exhausted by the end of the show—there wasn’t a single moment when the comedian wasn’t 
pacing around or dancing. The applauses and laughter from the crowds definitely proved one thing: that Joe 
Hernandez-Kolski will always be welcome at UMass. Latino Comedy Night. 
 
 


